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it met with liberal views on the subject, which were shared not only
by the opposition but also by the parties of the majority. As a result,
the bill on religious toleration was passed by the Duma in a greatly
improved and expanded form. Nevertheless, the majority of the
Duma hesitated to legalize the extra-confessional status and in
general did not want to overstep the line that divided a confessional
state from a state accepting the principle of separation of church
and state. The February Revolution of 1917, having proclaimed
complete freedom of conscience, had no time to introduce necessary
legislation, and yet under the Provisional Government the Sec-
tarians actually enjoyed absolute freedom.
When the Bolsheviks replaced the Provisional Government
and proclaimed every religion harmful to the people, this freedom
again became questionable. The Sectarians too were threatened
by this point of view. However, in struggling with the established
church, which it regarded as the most reactionary, the Soviet
government needed allies from the ranks of the faithful. At first
it attempted to find them inside the Orthodox church, but it soon
became clear that, even with their assistance, it was impossible to
attain a complete reform of the church. As compared with any
liberal elements in the Orthodox church, Sectarianism possessed
for the Soviet government unquestionable advantages, because of
the radicalism of its doctrine and its social views, which sometimes
resembled those of the Communists. The Thirteenth Ail-Union
Communist Congress decided to assume the following attitude
towards Sectarianism:
We must pay the greatest attention to the Sectarians, who under the
Tsarist regime suffered persecutions and some of whom are very active.
By assuming a reasonable attitude towards them, we must win over
their most energetic and cultured elements to serve our purpose. Con-
sidering the great number of Sectarians, this is a matter of the utmost
importance. Hie problem must he solved according to local conditions.
By special legislation the Sectarians, who objected to military
service, were permitted instead to serve in hospitals, preferably
ti|o$c for contagious diseases. The People's Court was instructed
to decide upon every individual case after a most careful examina-
tkm. Only those sects which had objected to military service during